After High School Comes College!
[bookmark: _GoBack]What is all this about No Excuses University?
No Excuses University is a network of schools who believe that EVERY child deserves the opportunity to be educated in a way that prepares them for college if they choose to attend.
Teacher Pledge:
Accept no limits on the learning potential of any child.
Meet the individual learning needs of each child.
Create serious classroom learning environments.
Treat students, parents, and colleagues with courtesy and respect.
Hold students, parents, and each other to the highest standards of performance.
Do whatever it takes- go the extra mile- to ensure that every student achieves or exceeds grade level expectations based on state academic standards. 

Belief #1
Every student will be proficient or advanced in reading, mathematics, and writing.
Belief #2
The academic accomplishment of every student is an obsession. The time is NOW!
Belief #3
The school can neutralize many challenges students bring to the classroom.
Belief #4
Student Achievement is the number one topic of conversation. Our teachers will focus on student learning with a single-minded purpose.
Belief #5
We will fight the status quo!
Belief #6
There are no excuses for poor effort.
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Fredonia 101
Parent Information for Student Success
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Our Goal:
Every child, without exception or excuse, will be on or above grade level in reading, mathematics, and writing by May 2015.




Your role in your child’s success at Fredonia:
1. Believe that your child’s education is essential for success in life.
2. Make sure your child is at school every day. Every minute counts for success! Please make sure your child is at school on time each day and please do not pick them up early unless there is an emergency. Remember that missing just 10 minutes each day adds up to 30 hours of lost time over a school year. State law also requires that students must be present for 90% of the school year in order for the student to receive credit for the year. If your child misses more than 18 days (excused or unexcused), they cannot be promoted to the next grade level. (Students will be required to make up the time in after school or Saturday school participation.)
3. Read with your child for 20 minutes each day.
4. Help your child understand that school rules and developing good character will assure that they get the most out of their school day. 
5. Keep open communication with your child’s teacher and school. Make sure the numbers you have on file are working numbers and notify the school of any changes in address or phone numbers.
6. Participate in events at school with your child. We have many opportunities for you to be a part of our school family.    

Our role in your child’s success at Fredonia:
1. We are continuing professional development with our teachers in the areas of rigor, technology, classroom management, and college readiness. We are working intensely as a team to increase clear expectations for our students through learning walks (Nancy Mullens-consultant) and to embrace Rigor and Relevance training strategies (Model Schools Training). 
2. We want to strengthen our connection with our community and parents. Our PTO is active and has partnered with the school on many projects such as Harvest Fest and kindergarten/fifth grade graduation. They also help in other areas such as providing volunteers for events and throughout the school day. 
3. We are using more and more instructional technology. We have added I-pads and Promethean Boards to our classrooms. We will continue to add more technology and enhance use of the current technology.
4. We provide enrichment activities for our Gifted and Talented students. They will participate in the Innovative Inventions Competition, Robotics, Imagination Fair. 
5. We are providing intervention or enrichment during the regular school day. 
6. We will engage our students in college awareness and readiness activities through strategies and practices from No Excuses University. We are planning learning excursions with each grade level to various colleges/universities. 
Our student’s role in their own success at Fredonia:
1. Arrive at school every day on time unless they are ill. 
2. Follow the school rules and the six pillars of character of Fredonia students. 
3. Complete and turn in homework on time every day.
4. Return letters, corrected work, and other school materials every day.
5. Be responsible to get materials related to school home to parents each day.
6. Put effort in trying to do all work assigned when it is due.
7. Reading for 20 minutes each night.
8. Learning the math facts for addition in Pre-k through first grade and the multiplication facts in 2nd-5th grade.
9. Follow the NISD Student Code of Conduct and the Handbook of Fredonia Elementary.
10. Make the school and their parents proud of the student they have become.
11. BE DETERMINED TO GET THE BEST EDUCATION POSSIBLE—DON’T GIVE UP!
12. Attend tutorials and work sessions with a great attitude and a willingness to accept extra help. 




N.I.S.D. Dress Code
Here are some tips to make sure your student is dressed for success:
· Do dress your child in a short or long sleeved collared polo-style shirt with NO logo of any kind.
· Do dress your child in black, khaki, or navy blue pants, shorts, or skirts. Please make sure shorts and skirts are of the appropriate length. (Girls may wear knit dresses with a collar and without a logo. Jumpers may also be worn with a polo-style shirt underneath.)
· Do send your child in close toed, closed back shoes.
· Do not send your child in a shirt without a collar.
· Do not send your child in a shirt with a logo of ANY kind (large or small).
· Do not send your child in a shirt that buttons all the way down.
· Girls may wear tights or leggings under dresses, skirts or jumpers. They must be black, khaki, or navy only. (Pink, purple, green, plaid, or any other design is not permitted.)                        
· We do have special dress on Monday’s and Friday’s!                                   Monday:  Students may wear their unity t-shirt. Students are to wear the standardized dress bottoms that are black, khaki, or navy. NO JEANS, please!
Friday:  Students may wear plain blue jeans with a “spirit shirt” or a solid color polo-style shirt.  Spirit shirts are ones representing a college, Fredonia, or NISD.
*Students are not permitted to wear colored or patterned jeans.  Shirts representing a professional sports team or other t-shirts are not permitted.
Any questions you have about the dress code or if something is appropriate, please feel free to contact the office.
Parents will be called to bring a change of clothes if the dress code is not followed. Thank you SO MUCH for sending us your children dressed for success!
Student arrival: Please do not drop your child off before 7:30. We have very limited supervision before that time. Also, students may not be dropped off at the street. You must pull through the bus drive and allow them to be taken from your car by a Fredonia staff member. You may park in the front parking lot and walk you child to the door. Parents are asked to wait outside the security doors until 8:15 due to the congestion in the hallways and student safety. Our secretarial staff, teachers, and administration are all on duty making sure students are supervised and in the appropriate place. It is our time with our students. If you need to see the secretary, PEIMS clerk, or principal, please understand that we will not be available until 8:15. Thanks for your cooperation. 

Offerings at Fredonia:                    Family Nights with emphasis on academic skills (Literacy nights, math nights, science nights) 
Choir for 4th and 5th graders.
Student Council- Representatives elected by classes.
Early morning I-stations Lab for tutorials.
Open House for guests to visit and see classrooms.
Recorder Karate for those with musical talents. 
Field Day activities in May.
Fredonia 101 early morning gathering of students as they arrive. (Celebrations such as birthdays, great behavior, and college recognitions)
Parent Connection access.                                 
Teachers that truly care and that can be easily contacted through district email or a scheduled conference.
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